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Abstract:

This paper reflects on the qualitative risk analysis framework developed for a Foresight study on the
Detection and Identification of Infectious Diseases, which was coordinated in 2005 by the United Kingdom
(UK) under what is now the Government Office for Science, Department for Innovation, Universities and
Skills. The risk assessment covered human, plant and animal diseases in the UK and Africa in the years
2015 and 2030. Through engaging a diverse pool of experts, we developed a model conceptualising
disease spread as the outcome of interactions among sources, pathways and drivers. We then used this
model to conduct a Delphi survey of experts. The factors perceived most likely to contribute to infectious
disease spread in 2015 and 2030 included geographic extension of existing pathogens (partially due to
climate change), over-use of antibiotics/antivirals/pesticides leading to drug resistance, and zoonoses. Our
methodology provides a framework for those who need to integrate a wide range of perspectives and
factors into their planning and analyses.

Source: http://www.eurosurveillance.org/ViewArticle.aspx?Articleld=19021

Resource Description

Communication: &

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: &

audience to whom the resource is directed

Researcher

Exposure : &

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature: ™
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resource focuses on specific type of geography
None or Unspecified
Geographic Location: ™
resource focuses on specific location
Non-United States

Non-United States: Africa, Europe

European Region/Country: European Country
Other European Country : United Kingdom

Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Infectious Disease

Infectious Disease: General Infectious Disease
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Model/Methodology: X
type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource
Outcome Change Prediction
Resource Type: ™
format or standard characteristic of resource
Research Article
Timescale: @
time period studied
Medium-Term (10-50 years)
Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &
resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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